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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to tiie applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a, I I (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. I I (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administcative fastructions). 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement imder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain docimients cited 
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I I BoxNo.Vn Certain defects in the international application 
I I Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations fiom the original language into the following language » 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the uitemational application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
fitmished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

CKI The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by tiiis Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed/fumished 

pages* received by tiiis Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. 1 I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (i/?ec(i5'>: , 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): , 



4. report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

r I the descriptionjj>ages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



C I the drawings, sheets/figs 

L I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may he marked "superseded, " 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) ^vith regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Clmms 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



4-6 



1-6 



1-6 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 3 82355 A (Hayashibara Seibutsu Kagaku) , 



Document 2 



Document 3 



Document 4 



16 August 1990, entire text 
JP 2000-270784 A (Meito Sangyo Co., 
al.)/ 03 January 2000, entire text 
JP 2001-269125 A (Meito Sangyo Co., 
al . ) , 02 October 2001, entire text 
JP 8-196268 A (Lotte Co., Ltd.), 06 August 
1996, entire text 



Ltd. et 



Ltd. et 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 4-5 lack 
novelty and do not involve an inventive step in the light 
of document 1 cited in the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses health food products and 
pharmaceutical products that contain dextran, and 
indicates that the dextran within the food products and 
the pharmaceutical products promotes the proliferation of 
useful microorganisms such as enteric lactic acid 
bacteria. 

Consecjuently, the configurations of the inventions 
that are set forth in claims 4-5 are the same as the 
configurations of the inventions that are disclosed in 
document 1 . 

The invention that is set forth in claim 6 lacks 
novelty and does not involve an inventive step in the 
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light of documents 1-3 cited in the international search 
report . 

Documents 1-3 disclose animal feed that contain 
dextran, and indicate that the dextran within the animal 
feed promotes the proliferation of useful microorganisms 
such as enteric lactic acid bacteria. 

Consequently, the configuration of the invention 
that is set forth in claim 6 is the same as the 
configurations of the inventions that are disclosed in 
document s 1 - 3 . 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1-3 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1- 
3 cited in the international search report and newly cited 
document 4 . 

Documents 1-3 disclose compositions for promoting 
the proliferation of bifidus bacteria, which comprise 
dextran. Therein, document 1 specifically indicates that 
the molecular weight of the dextran is between 2000- 
5,000,000. 

Claims 1-3 of the present application set forth 
compositions for promoting the proliferation of 
microorganisms, which cause the proliferation of 
Lactobacillus casei of the subspecies casei, whereas 
documents 1-3 disclose compositions for promoting the 
proliferation of microorganisms, which selectively cause 
the proliferation of bifidus bacteria (a bifid bacterium) ; 
therefore, these inventions are different. 

However, it is well known that Lactohaclllus casei 
of the subspecies casei, like bifidus bacteria, are 
beneficial enteric bacteria, as disclosed in newly cited 
document 4 and the like. 

In addition, documents 1-3 indicate that dextran 
exhibits an action whereby it promotes the proliferation 
of useful microorganisms such as lactic acid bacteria; 
therefore, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
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art to conceive of attempting to apply dextran, which is 
used as a proliferation promoter for bifidus bacteria, in 
a composition for promoting the proliferation of 
Lactobacillus easel of the subspecies casei, which is a 
well-known type of lactic acid bacteria. 

In addition, the effects that result from this 
feature are considered to be predictable. 
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